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SOCIAL ACTION 


(The following two articles are published on behalf of 
the Union for Social Service.) 


I, PROBLEM FAMILIES 
By J. H. Watterson 


HOSE members of the Social Service Union who were 
‘able t@attend the One Day School at Cross Street Chapel 
on November 3 last, had a very thought-provoking afternoon. 
The President, the Rev. J. W. Dyer, was in the Chair, and the 
conference was led by Mr. E. H. Thomas, of the Manchester 


and Salford Family Service Unit, who brought the work of | 


of the day or night to deal with emergencies. 
a load of about twenty cases to look after. 

persons who have a vocation and are trained at 
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places, it is very small. The money to carry on this good 
work is obtained largely by voluntary subscriptions. Local 
authorities also give grants but care is taken that they do not 
“call the tune” as any hint of official control would sap the 
confidence, so laboriously established between the worker 
and the family. In Manchester, nearly £1,000 was granted 
by last year’s Students’ “Rag” Day Committee, but this is a 
rather precarious source of income. 

In the nature of things there must be failures, but they 
are very few and in all cases contact with the Unit makes 
for a heightening of self-reliance and self-respect which may 
bear fruit in time to come. 

The thanks of the Social Service Union are due to Mr. 
E. H. Thomas for the full and frank manner in which this 
project was placed before them and has no hesitation in 
recommending to its members that they should look into and 
support this very Christian work. 


II. CARING FOR “OVER SIXTIES” 
By Leslie Sellers 
[?_ WOULD be wrong to say that clubs for old are 


| the organisation vividly before our eyes. 
| The importance of the family as a social unit was empha- 
sised. Generally speaking a problem family is a mismanaged 
family, produced by various evils such as drink, gambling and 
unwise spending, bringing in their train a load of debts for . 
rent, rates, hire purchase instalments, etc., and when the 
family is brought into touch with the unit, it is usually reduced 
to living in one room with the barest essentials; no atmosphere 
of home comfort, no proper furniture, no cooking or washing 
facilities. The children are improperly clad and fed, and the tre 
parents, who are often sub-normal, do not understand their that they received a‘stimulus from the war-time enthusiasm 
needs. for social reform. The same spirit which demanded social 
In order to assist in the rehabilitation of such families  S¢curity for all, the Beveridge Plan, and an end to dole queues 
it is essential that the Unit should be on the spot, so the expressed itself also in a more widespread interest in the 
are available at any time  “lfare of the aged. 
worker has Much of the initial impetus, too, came from voluntary or 
the hostels And, perhaps because of the voluntary spirit and also because 
worker less has been done by the Government in this sphere, the post- 
at the hostel and the advice of the senior workers is given To an “outsider” attending a meeting of an old folks’ 
and taken. club, one thing is outstanding—how litle the members 
So as to gain and retain the confidence of the families, demand. In many cases it is enough just to be together with 
the unofficial status of the worker is pointed out and in every 2 Score or a hundred other folk of the same age, forming 
move the co-operation of the persons assisted is sought. little groups and talking and remimiscing, having a cup of 
Generally, the first job is to clean up the living room, which ca and a bite of cake, singing or listening to someone else 
obtained from voluntary sources, if possible, and with This simplicity is the most marked feature of the four 
and encouragement most familics soon regain a or five clubs I have seen m action. At one—testricted to 
measure of self-respect and independence. men—which was formed about two years ago, the main 
The work is not haphazard, but is treated in a scientific | cm@phasis is on games. There are contests inside the club 
manner. Before a case is taken on, all possible informa- =‘ #self, and teams are entered im the district darts and dominoes 
and of comguign ont by league. 
conference with the worker. lest from  _—=_ hts club is, however, more fortunate than most m having 
but it is im the carly weeks that the intensive 1S. Own _one-room permanent headquarters, warmed by an 
_ but the hostel is always open im the 4 CXamplle is the Over Sinties Club, which mects m the Uni- 
of amy emergency arising. tartan Schools m Portland Grove, Fallowfield, Manchester. 
It will be scen that such very individual work must be it is non-political. In this 1 contrasts with clubs—many 
expensive, but when compared with the cost of kecping of them cxcellent—run by the Old Age Pensions Association, 
family im imstitutions, approved schools and suchlike © which. although i docs a ercat deal of social work, cxists 
basically to exert political pressure on behalf of us members. 
Its are behind the adapted hymna -— 
: Forward, old age pensioners, 
UNITARIANS WERE PIONEERS Fighting for the right. 
de behind Membership is might. 
The Over Sixties Club ts non-sectarian too, and therefore 
Sappert the Unter Fer Social Service caters for the vast majority who are unattached to a church, 
or attached to onc which has no organisation primarily for 
It been im existence about four years. The mitzal 
| mmpuise came from the Social Welfare Commutice at Scinec 
| House im mcarby Wynstay Grove. It met first m 2 room over 
ee 2 shop. and moved later to the Unitarian Schools. : 
Here has scttied happily. peyime 2 purcly nommal 
the bundred-odd members. there are usually about 
pecsent to st and talk and smoke Ther 5s 2 stock 
which they cam play if they wish There is a piso 
rooms. usually played by one of thes sumber. 
Occasionally there is 2 from 2 concert party, but 
mie. 
2 ox well the pie 
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hitherto directed. Whatever one has endured in the more onerous 
post, this “dropping” can have its humbling saene, even when self- 
requested, and. a man needs help in this difficult passage of life. 
Hence this letter. I wanted to state that I was greatly assisted in 
this momentous change by the opportune (or should I write provi- 
dential) arrival of an advance copy of a new book by the J. L. Tayler 
literary executors, entitled Occupational Sociology. In one chapter 
Dr. Tayler (once Unitarian minister and lecturer on sociology and 
biology) deflates the huge human bubble called “Prestige”, and thus 
eased for me, and continues to ease, what could be an unhappy 
experience. It may help others.—Yours, F. Lewis. 
17 Elkington Road, E.13. 


DEITY AND DIVINITY 
Sir,—A. Douglas Millard queries one “truth” in your latest issue 
and in so doing makes one statement which I would like to query. 
He asks, “Was it not that stalwart Unitarian R. A. Armstrong who 
said: ‘1 deny the divinity of no man!” 
uttered by that stalwart Welsh philosopher, Sir Henry 
Yours, | D. Jacob 
AH, WHY ? 
A FRONTIER general writing about the Mohmands described them 
as “a little folk but stark”. I sometimes think it matches our Uni- 
tarians. In contrast I heard last Sunday night the choir of the Temple 


i the Assembly lost on the Book £187. 7 
Secretaries and Subscribers will bring im 


3 £45. 
be prepared for a loss this year, 1952, of £232. 
imcrease im costs we may hope to reduce 
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THE HIBBERT JOURNAL | 
‘TE FIRST article in the current issue of the Hibbert 
Journal, by Sir John Stewart-Wallace, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the World Congress of Faiths, is an 
examination of the ways in which men have sought answers 
to the riddle of the universe. The three major answers to 
the question as to whether God exists are expressed in the 
affirmations of atheism, agnosticism and mysticism. As faith 
expands, the influence of men like Tolstoi, Gandhi, Schweitzer 
and Aurobindo may pave the way for a universal creed which 

is testimony to the “oneness of spiritual experience”. 
_Emile Marmorstein writes on the farths of Judaism, 
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ny. Christianity and Islam; and the Rev. G. Randall Jones touches Z 
; upon a theme vital to the future health of Unitarianism-when BR. 
Py he pleads, indirectly, for a more careful definition of what Bi 
_§— constitutes the “main stream of the Christian tradition”. This B 
=—*,. article is valuable counsel for those who want to envisage B 
i religion as growing substance rather than as static shadow. 
2 The Holy Spirit speaks to the souls of men; it is a force that p 
2 will propel religion along its appointed course, despite theolo- 
: gical distinctions. E 
ng read by an actor at the Among other contributions there is a carefully docu- 
a a ma at exquisite man re 
the fabulous and leave the simple Truth naked and neglected? y 9. 
A From a Letter. Professor Ryle’s theory of mind, and a thoughtful study of : 
. YEAR BOOK the breakdown of the Hegelian structure by Peter Munz, : 
Sin.—Your two correspondents, Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Lloyd, of | which puts a limit to the range of modern scepticism. J. . 
é Doncaster, describe the decision to charge Church Secretaries for the Heywood Thomas examines the Creation idea, pointing out ) 
“6 Year Book from 1953 onwards as “false” economy; and Mr. Lloyd that it has not always been of unique importance in Christian 
some fig planation of this theology 
a ures im ¢xX 
decision? sees Arthur E. Bell’s essay “Towards a New Humanism”, 
Free copies have been previously distributed as follows :— suggests that we scem to have reached “a point in the history 
Church Secretaries (approx.) 320 of scientific thought when for many reasons we are witnessing 
a rediscovery of man—a rediscovery which, many will argue, 
Miscellaneous (Societies, Libraries, etc.) 75 must precede and lead on to a rediscovery of God”. I was im- 
—. pressed particularly by the article by Geoffrey Bowker on 
4 875 “The Problem of the Good Profane”. This kind of religious 
195 analysis is mmportant for us now. Religiosity is a danger 
* approx. we hope, £100. alien to the really saintly mind. E. W. Martin. 
Cost of printing and paper will mean an imcrease of about 25%, 
on the present issue 
m 
| it should be pointed out that the book costs more than 4s. per 
The ment Balance Shect of the Assembly, 1951, will show a deficit 
more than £300. Address: 14 Gerdes Square, Lowden, WC 1. 
saving comparatively small sums 
costs are rising Aberdare - 
the splendid work Church Secretanes do for Service will be 
4 our Churches they will mot feel that thes charge @ anv a f1.15-1210 pm The 
or: onc of to thes 200 years old Unitarian Cause was recently 
7 actually sent for this year's book on the grounds that they 45 fetere programa Rev 
§ A BROADCAST FROM MANCHESTER COLLEGE The Rev. D. Jacob Davis has accepted 2 call to at the 
| A Sexvice will be broadcasted from Manchester College. Oxford, Old Mectimg Howse and has already commenced 
ef on Sunday, May betecen the hours of 7.45 and £25 pm wil be 2 aed Mr will 
Crewe.— On Wednesday. 16, the Sunday 
2 if auystical, social. coomomsc and political msecs—all Sed a place 
| bos soffered 2 sctbeci @ the 
if Here ase two pest from “Idepeed death of Mex T_ Doves. the wile of cor Warden and Scho! 
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Vee with 2 geet from the Get w Ge hee es of 
the work. correspondest_ ss of to ber and cor and scoceck 
around could go mach more Citic, 2 per auch 
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— LETCHWORTH, Vasanta Hall, Gernon Walk, 11, Rev. R. W. SORENSEN. 
THE NATIONAL UNION OF UNITARIAN AND _eéeLewss, Westgate Chapel, 11, Dr. H. W. STEPHENSON. 


FREE CHRISTIAN PREACHERS LINCOLN, High Street Unitarian Church, 6.30, Rev. H. W. KEMSHALL. 
i tee! AC LIVERPOOL, Ancient of Toxteth, 11 and 6.30, Rev. L. A. GARRARD. 
An EasTER SCHOOL will be heey for Lay Preachers and others interested L, tic n, treet, 6.30, URREN. 
at the UNITARIAN COLLEGE, MANCHESTER. (Thursday evening to | LIVERPOOL, Gateacre Chapel, 11, Rev. DUNCAN P. STEWART. 


Monday noon.) Special facilities given to recognised Lay Preachers. | LIVERPOOL, Hamilton Road, Everton, 6.30, Rev. BRIAN L. GOLLAND. 
to bn announced later in this paper. 
CALENDAR . LONDON, Bell Street, Edgware Road, 6, Rev. WALTER M. Lonc. 
a LONDON, —e Mission and S S 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1952 Mehr 


ABERDEEN, Un. Church, Skene Street, 11 and 6, Rev. GORDON BEVERLEY. Lonpon, Brixton, Effra Road, 11, Rev. E. G. Legg. 
Answanam, Soa Saat Knowsley Road, 11 and 3, Rev. B. G1LL. LonpDON, Essex Church, Palace Gardens Terrace, Notting Hill Gate, 


ALTRINCHAM, Dunham Road Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. A. W. VALLANCE. 11 and 6.30, Rev. JouN C. 
_ Astiey, Unitarian Chapel, Manchester Road, 11 and 6.30, —— LONDON, Forest Gate, Upton Lane, 6.30, Supply. 
BaTH, Trim Street Chapel, Unitarian, 6.30, Rev. A. L. THomas. Loxpon,, Golders Green, Hoop Lane, 11 and 6.30, Rev. JOHN CROFT. 
BessELs GREEN (nr. Sevenoaks}, Unitarian Ch.,11, Rev. W. WADDINGTON. LONDON, iinet, Rosslyn Hill, 11, Rev. J. W. DUMBLE. 
BIRKENHEAD, Unitarian gg Rd., 6.30, Rev. EpGar W. HILt. Lonpon, I Us WADDINGTON. 
of Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Ishingion U Upper Street, Preston Hall, 7, 
BIRMINGHAM, W: Road Church and Hurst Street Mission, Small , Kilburn, Unitarian Christian Church, Quex Road, 11, Rev. 
Heath, 6.30, Rev McGraw. A. V. Fox, 7, Junior 
BLACKPOOL, Shore, Dickson Rd., 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. F.D. Jones. | LONDON, Lewisham, ase A. G. TARRANT, 
BLackPooL, South Shore, Lytham Road, 11 and 6.30, Mr. E. Grewer. omen Mt. We. Spooner. 
Bouton, Bank Street, sage andl 6.39, ew. J. Gorpon Davies. Lonpon, Leytonstone, Lea Knotts Gn.,6.30, Rev. G. E. HALE. 
Bouton, Halliwell Road Free Church, 10.4 Loxpox, Mansford Street Ch. . J. W. 
LonDON, Richmond Free Ch. Ormond Road, 11, Rev. G. E. HALe. 
BOSTON Lane Unitarian Church, 11.30, Children’s 
ATER, 2. in 

> II 6.30, 

Christ Church Un., New Rd., , 11 and 6.30, Rev. Jom Kiet Ty. ee Unitarian Church at Highgate Hill Unitarian Church, 


G. J. G. Grieve. 
BURNLEY, Rev. W. Hitt WareEING. LouGHBOROUGH, Victoria Street, 6.30, 
Bury, Bank Street, 11 and 6.30, Rev. F. M. RYDE. = EEE Channing Rd_, 11 and 


Mamstone, Un. Church, Market Buildings, 6.30, Rev. DexsicH HiLTon. 
» Unitarian Church, Chapel Lane, 10.45 and 6.30, 
Rev. KENNETH 


Mancuester, Cross Street Chapel, and 6.30, Rev. F. Kexwortny. 
Mancuester, Failsworth, Dob Lane and 6.30, Rev. J. 


ANCHESTER, Monton Ch., Eccles, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. D. T. Evans. 


Renshaw 4 3 
Stand Ch., Whitefield, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. G. D. Foore. 
Choriton-cum-Hardy, 6.30, Mr. D. S. 


S. 
Old Mecting House, 10.45, Mr. E. Rowianp Gaeex, 6.30, 
Rev. 3.2... W. 


Unitarian Hall, 31 Stockport Road, 3, cach Sunday. 
Mexnonoucm, Free Cristian Church, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. E A. Davies. 
Seephen’s Green, West, 11.30 and 7.30, Rev. E. Savext. Hicxs. Church, Unitarian, Corporation Road, 6.15, 
Wolverhampton Suect, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Rev. A. E. Mosss. 
(Chapel, 6.30, Rev. Evans. 
3, Newrox Amsor, 6.30, Rev. CG. Tooxe. 


St. Mark's Church, Castle Terrace, 11 and 6.30, Rev. W.B. Mossier, Christian Church, Stamford Rd_, 10.45 and 6, Mr. Exasc Suaw. 


D. B. Pease. 
Gee Caoss, Hyde Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. J. Hamey Sarre. 
Vimcest Sorecetr 


Sareet Unitarian Church, 6.30, Rev. Kay. 


Giuascow, St. Viecent 


13, Rev. |. A 
50.45 and 6.30, Rev. C Gompox 


Uniterien Chorch, Bieminghem Sc, 11, Chikdeen’s Service, 
6.30, Rev. A. Gore. 
Oxromp, Mancheseer College Chapel, 11.30, The Rev- the Principal 


Last Wigan, 1: and 6. Rev. Arseny 
Conte, Rend, 11 and 


Unitarian Chapel, Chasch St, 11 and6_30, Rev_ 

of Our and 6.30, Rev. Wu. Maar 
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Cazpirr, The West Grove Unitarian Church, 11, Mr. ArtHur WILSon, 
6.30, Mr. S. R. Burier. 
Rev. Roserr H. WiiaMson. 
CuaTtHaM, The Church of the Great Companions, Hamond Hill, 3, 
Rev. Wa Haves. 
Cossiey, Staffs, Old Mecting and 6. Mancuester, Pendicton Unitarian, Cross Lanc, 6.30, Mr. Hmary Tire. 
Rev. P.C. Warremax. MancHester, Platt Rusholme, 6. Rev. J. Dvex. 
Caswe, Free Christian Church, Beech Sureet, 3, Rev. E. D. Evans. MANCHESTER, 
Capwxenwe, Unitarian Church, Hermitage St., 11 and 6.30, Rev. F. Temry. MANCHESTER, 
Caorpon, Free Christian Ch, Wellesicy Rd_, 11 and 6.30, Rev. J. P. Cuanx. MANCHESTER, 
Dean Row, 10.45, Rev. E. Srvaw, 6.30, Rev. E. E. Waiciey. BIRLEY. 
Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Reo fom Ga. Manchester, Wythens Unitarian Church. Brownkcy Rd _. Benchill. 
Dens, Friar Gate Unitarian Chapel, 6.30, Rev. M. Constance Hares 
Old Mecting House, 10.45, ——. 
6x 
Dover, 
DusLEx, 
ys, The Church of the Divine Unaty, Elitson Place, 
and 6.30, Rev. J. H. Comams Davies. 
Chasch, 50.30, and 6. —. 
Nomrmasrrox, Ketecring Road Church, 6.30, Mr. E. S. Barrie. ‘ 
Guupromn, Ward Sweet Church, 11-15, Rev. Cross. 
Hare Hale Barns, 10.s< 6 30, Rev. 
Northgete End, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. W. H. Pane. 
Harox, 630, ——. 
Lane, and 6, Rev. C_ 
Ferediem Soect, 11, Rev. Dowery 
Huan, Socet Church (Unitarian), 6.30, Rev. Pesos, Pasx 
Sorect, rz, Rev. Wee. Hawoere Boer Sr. 
Ree. W_ cee Friceds’ Mecting House, Fratton Bridec, 6.30, Mr. J. 
Macket Ploce Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev.C_A 
New Mercting House, 11 and Rev. 
Beet Suet, Chapel 11 and Ree. 
Las M Westborough, 10.30 and 6.30, Bev. 
The Geest Bond Socct, 1: and 63, 
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HYMNS OF WORSHIP SUPPLEMENT 


_ After more than twenty > use of Hymns of Worship, 
it has been considered desirable to enrich the book with a 


A new edition of the 
HYMNS OF WORSHIP WITH SUPPLEMENT 
has also been produced, bound in navy blue cloth. 
5s., by post 5s. 5d. 


The Lindsey Poti, Gorden Square, Londen, W.C.: 


DEATH 
Ranps.—On November 9, 1951, at Queen Mary's Hospital, Sidcup, 


Suerrmip, Unity Ch., Crookesmoor Rd, 11 and 6.30, Rev. E. D. Davies. 
Fulwood Old Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. F. Soxex1. 

(Atterciifie), 6.30, Mr. T. H. Mouss. 

Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. G. Stantey Warrsyr. 

Unitarian, 11 and 6.30, Rev. A. H. Lewss. 


Montpelier Road, 11, 
stars and 6, 


ot Pees, 2 London, WC 2, and Pobisbed by Toe Poss Co, I. 
Temporary 14 Gordon Square, (Wholesale? 
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Rev. A F. O. Tomas. 
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THE 
UNITARIAN COLLEGE, MANCHESTER 
1854-1954 
£10,000 Centenary Appeal Fund 
The latest position of the Fund is as follows: 


Total at July 31,1951. .... 
Gifts, August to November 300 
ToTat on January 11,1952... £4,700 

The Appeal Committee gratefully acknowledge the goon 
of the friends and Churches who have brought the Fund up 


to this total. 
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Herwoop, Deamseme February 2, 1952. 


rs limited number of hymns in the form of a Supplement. The 
Bt hymns selected for inclusion are arranged, as indicated in 
Lt the page headings, in the same general order as those in the 
main body of the book. They have been chosen by a sub- 
ve, committee appointed for the purpose with instructions to 
® select not more than fifty hymns, and, in view of this limitation 
a not to include new and untried compositions. About one- 
m4 hymnal, are restored from books in use among us 
; ‘ in former days, and about one-third from “orthodox” hymnals. ° 
to enrich public worship? Why not purchase 
4 copes and consider the mater ad a There is still time to send a New Year Gift to the 
ke A. K. Ross, BCL. MA., | 
' 24 Brooks ROAD, MANCHESTER 16. 
ie Please remember that even with the closer co-operation of 
hi M.C.O. and U.C.M., the combined incomes of the two colleges 
} are not adequate to meet their needs. 
ER eres: sive your continued support and help to send more 
tained ministers to vacant pulpits. 
3 ee LEGACIES, TOO, ARE A VERY WELCOME HELP 
AN 65, desires ituath houseman, or lodgings. 
NVALESCENCE? Winter holiday? St. Leonards medically , country situation as man, or | some 
4 fully inclusive. Breakfast in bedroom if desired. Central heating; St. Edmunds. 
2 h. & c; Slumberiands. Two Lounges. Normanhurst Private Hotei, Ts 1952 PROSPECTUS OF FREE CHURCH PARTIES to 
} Sea-front. "Phone Hastings 4784. Opposite all-weather promenade, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Norway, France, Spain, and British 
5 nearby daily orchestra; curative baths. Centres is now available from Raymond Cook, F.R.GS., Dover. 
HE MARGARET CHAMPNEY HOME, Horton, acer Windsor. 
; nursing or teaching or by long hours of work, whom a rest and 
4% change of scene would be beneficial, invites applications for holidays 
of one or two weeks. The nominal weekly charge is £3 3s. > —4 
— tions to be made to the Warden, The Margaret Champnacy 
High Surect Unitarian, 11 and 6.30, ——. Horton, near Slough, Bucks. 

Sourmasrron, Kell Memorial Hall, Belle Vue Road, 6, Mr. C. P. Sweer. WW OULD owners of books illustrated by Thomas or John Bewick 
SourmPoxr, Portland Street Church, 11 and 6.30, Rev. A. H. Buxties. 

Srocxrorr, Unitarian Church, Peter’s Gate, 10.30 and 6.30, Symay, New South Wakes, 
630, Rev. A. J. Mazrnc. College St), 7-15, Rev. 
Swansea, Pennard, Free Christian Mecting House, 11, Rev. Smsox Jones. UNITARIAN 
Swansea, Unitarian Church, High Seect, 11 and 6.30, Rev. B. Vor. 
Swuerox, Swinton Hall Read, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. CANADA 
| of the Messiah, Sherbrooke S West, and Si 
Rev. E. H. Sureet, 11, Rev. Ancus Camemon. 
B.C. Church of Vancowver, 1,550 Tenth Avenuc 
West, 11, Rev. Jou Crane. 
Wartaser, Memorial Church, Manor Road, 11, Rev. Eocar W. Hat. 
Wer Kur, SOUTH AFRICA 
ateend 2 Unieerion For write the Secoctsry, ADVERTISEMENT RATES 
Shur 
AUSTRALIA 5 
Apecame, Cansuan Church, Wakeficid 11 and Rev 


